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control of Texas government, the Democrats proclaimed themselves “Redeemers” and 
removed the last remnants of Republican rule. On August 2, 1875, the Texas Legislature 
authorized a new constitutional convention and elected three delegates each from the 
state’s thirty senatorial districts. None of the ninety members of the 1875 convention had 
been members of the convention that drafted the Constitution of 1869, and the partisan 
composition was dramatically different. Seventy-five members were Democrats while 
only fifteen were Republicans. At least forty were members of the Patrons of Husbandry, 
also called the Grange, an economic and political organization of farmers. Voters ratified 
the constitution on February 15, 1876, by a vote of 136,606 to 56,652.

The rise of the Redeemers and the impact of the Grange are especially important 
transitions in Texas politics because the constitution of this era remained in force long 
after the politics and politicians responsible for it had vanished. Texas has continued to 
change and grow, but the Texas Constitution has not been replaced since, only amended—
piecemeal changes resulting in minor alterations to the basic design of 1876. The twenty-
five years that followed the Civil War spawned the cowboy imagery that Texans still 

relish. It was during this brief period that the frontier truly 
existed, when Texas was in fact home to the quintessential 
rugged cowboy who tended large ranches and oversaw 
herds of cattle—a stereotype that has remained rooted in 
the Texan persona ever since. And even then, the image 
of Texas as the “Old West” was based on the lives of only 
a small number of Texans. Although Texans hold the 
legend of the cowboy in high esteem, the cowboy’s life 
was anything but glamorous. Most were young. About 
one-third were Hispanic or African American. The ranch 
owners generally regarded them as common laborers on 
horseback, and the men who rode the range and drove 
the cattle were paid less than the trail cooks.14 By the 
1890s, the fabled trail drives had come to an end, finished 
by drought, quarantines, barbed-wire fencing across the 
open range, and competition from the railroads.

The state government encouraged immigration 
in the last half of the nineteenth century to help settle 
and populate the western part of the state and drive off 
Indian tribes. Some state officials saw the immigration 
of white settlers and farmers as a means of counteracting 
the increase in former slaves, many of whom had become 
sharecroppers. Germans flooded into Texas, their 
numbers surging from 41,000 in 1870 to 125,262 in 1890; 
at this time, Texans of Mexican ancestry numbered only 
105,193. While Texas west of Austin may have resembled 
the Wild West, most Texans resided in the eastern portion 
of the state, which resembled the “New South” that was 
emerging elsewhere out of the former Confederacy and 
was characterized by railroad networks and urbanized 
cities, such as Dallas.

Although glamorized in movies and television shows, 
cowboys, or vaqueros, led a hard life and were often 
shunned by civilized society.
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